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1.1 The "Remind Me Later" Button: Why Neglecting Updates is a Critical 
Risk 

We've all done it. We’re in the middle of an important task on our computer 
when a pop-up appears: "A software update is available. Remind me later?" 
It’s a small, innocent-looking button, but in today’s world, it has become a 
major security vulnerability. 

Think of your operating system and the software you use as a suit of armor. 
Over time, that armor develops small cracks and weak points. A software 
update—a patch—is designed to fix those cracks and strengthen your armor. 
When you click "Remind me later," you're not just delaying a minor 
inconvenience; you're leaving a known vulnerability in your system and giving 
cybercriminals a window of opportunity to exploit it. 

This small act of procrastination is one of the most common ways that 
hackers gain access to a network. 
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1.2 Unpatched Vulnerabilities: The Hacker's Favorite Entry Point 

Hackers, for the most part, are looking for the easiest way in. They're not 
going to spend months trying to find a zero-day exploit if they can find a wide-
open door. This is why unpatched vulnerabilities are their favorite entry 
point. 

A vulnerability is a flaw in a piece of software or an operating system that can 
be exploited to gain unauthorized access to a network. When a new 
vulnerability is discovered, the software company quickly releases a patch to 
fix it. Hackers know this, and they actively scan networks for devices that 
have not yet installed that patch. They are looking for the very machines that 
clicked "Remind me later" and left a digital door ajar. 

This is a critical flaw in a reactive security strategy. If you only update your 
systems when you have time, you are leaving your business vulnerable to 
attacks that have already been discovered and patched. 
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1.3 The Cost of Inaction: What Happens When Your Systems Are Left 
Exposed 

The cost of not having a proactive patching strategy can be catastrophic. The 
problem is no longer a simple virus that slows down your computer. Today's 
cyberattacks are designed for business devastation. 

• Ransomware and Malware: An unpatched system is an easy target 
for malware and ransomware, which can encrypt all of your files and 
hold them hostage until you pay a ransom. 

• Data Breaches: An attacker can use an unpatched vulnerability to 
gain access to your network and steal sensitive client information, 
financial records, and other valuable data. 

• Operational Shutdown: A single unpatched device can be used as a 
gateway to infect your entire network, shutting down all of your 
operations and leading to weeks of downtime and lost productivity. 

The cost of a breach far outweighs the cost of prevention. In today's digital 
world, a robust, proactive patching and maintenance strategy is no longer 
optional—it's a fundamental part of your business continuity plan. 
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2.1 What is a NOC? Your System's 24/7 Service Team 

If a neglected system is the problem, then a Network Operations Center 
(NOC) is the proactive solution. 

Imagine a highly trained, dedicated team of IT experts that works around the 
clock, 24/7, to monitor and maintain the health of your systems. This is the 
NOC. They're not a single computer tech who comes to the office once a 
week; they are a full-time, always-on service team for your network. 

Their job is simple: they ensure that your network, your computers, and your 
security software are always working at their best. They do this by constantly 
monitoring your systems, applying critical updates, and performing routine 
maintenance. This is a level of service that a single person could never 
provide. 
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2.2 The Value of a Remote-First Approach 

The NOC's work is almost entirely done remotely. This "remote-first" 
approach is a significant benefit for a number of reasons. 

• Speed and Efficiency: When a new security patch is released, the 
NOC can deploy it to all of your computers and servers instantly. This 
is much faster and more efficient than a computer tech who has to 
visit each machine one by one. 

• Cost-Effectiveness: A remote-first approach allows you to get expert, 
24/7 service without the high cost of an on-site technician. You get the 
benefits of a full-time IT team at a fraction of the cost. 

• Proactive: A remote team can constantly monitor your systems and 
respond to potential issues before they become a problem. This is a 
crucial distinction from a traditional computer tech who is often 
called only after a problem has already occurred. 
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2.3 Beyond a Computer Tech: Specialized, Proactive Oversight 

A traditional computer tech is a generalist. They are great at fixing a wide 
range of problems, from a broken printer to a slow computer. But they are not 
always experts in a specialized field like cybersecurity. 

A NOC is a team of specialists. They are experts in patching, security, and 
preventative maintenance. They have access to advanced tools and they 
have the experience to know when a potential issue is a real threat. 

This specialization, combined with their proactive and remote-first 
approach, makes a NOC a powerful partner for your business. They are a 
dedicated service team that is constantly working to ensure that your 
network is secure, healthy, and up to date. 
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3.1 Patch Management: A Critical, Constant Security Process 

In Chapter 1, we talked about how a software update is like a patch that fixes 
a crack in your armor. Patch management is the ongoing, critical process of 
ensuring that every piece of software and every operating system on your 
network has all of its patches and updates. 

This is not a one-time event; it's a constant, never-ending process. Just as 
your security guard needs to be updated with new photos of known 
criminals, your software needs to be updated with new security patches as 
soon as they are released. This is a crucial part of a proactive security 
strategy that ensures that your network is always defended against the 
newest threats. 
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3.2 The Invisible Service: How Automated Patching Keeps You Protected 

For a small business, managing patches across dozens or even hundreds of 
devices can be a logistical nightmare. That's why a NOC's automated 
patching service is so valuable. 

Think of it as having an invisible service team that works 24/7 to make sure 
every device in your office is up-to-date. This team works in the background, 
without any interruption to your daily operations, to automatically download 
and install every security patch as soon as it is released. 

This is the power of an invisible service. You don't have to worry about a 
critical security vulnerability being left open because a patch was missed. 
You don't have to worry about a computer being a week behind on its 
updates. The service is always on, and it's always working to ensure that your 
network is secure. 
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3.3 Closing the Gaps: Why Every Patch Matters 

Every patch is a fix for a potential security vulnerability. Every unpatched 
system is a known, open door for a hacker. 

A common misconception is that a single missed patch won't matter. But 
hackers know this, and they actively scan networks for even the smallest 
vulnerabilities. A single unpatched vulnerability on a single computer can be 
used as a gateway to gain access to your entire network. 

By ensuring that every single patch is installed on every single device, you are 
systematically closing all of the known security gaps in your network. This is 
a critical part of a resilient security stance that ensures that your business is 
not an easy target for hackers. 
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4.1 Your System's Daily Health Checkup: Preventing Expensive 
Downtime 

Just as you wouldn't neglect the regular maintenance of your car, you 
shouldn't neglect the regular maintenance of your business's systems. 
Proactive maintenance is like a daily health checkup for your entire 
network. 

A Network Operations Center (NOC) team performs these checks remotely, 
looking for any early warning signs of a potential problem. They check your 
computer's hard drives for errors, look for signs of a system failure, and clean 
up unnecessary temporary files that can clog up your system. This is a 
crucial distinction from a reactive approach, which only addresses a 
problem after it has already caused a system to fail. 

By catching these issues early, the NOC team can remedy them before they 
ever become a major problem. This is a crucial part of preventing expensive 
downtime, which can cost a small business thousands of dollars in lost 
productivity and revenue. 

  

https://core6plus.com/


Visit https://Core6Plus.com to learn more. 

 

4.2 A Silent Guardian: How Automated Maintenance Improves 
Performance 

A NOC's automated maintenance is like a silent guardian that is constantly 
working in the background to ensure that your systems are always performing 
at their best. 

This is a service that you will never see, but you will feel the benefits of it 
every day. The NOC team performs routine tasks like: 

• HDD Disk Clean-Up and Temp File Deletion: Over time, your 
computers accumulate unnecessary temporary files and logs that 
can slow them down. The NOC team removes these, ensuring your 
computers have more available drive space and are always running at 
peak performance. 

• Health Checks: The NOC team is constantly monitoring the health of 
your systems, looking for any signs of a potential problem, such as a 
hard drive that is failing. 

This is a proactive service that ensures that your systems are always in peak 
condition. It's a way of saying that you are not going to wait for a system to fail 
before you take action. 
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4.3 A Smart Investment: The Long-Term Value of Prevention 

The long-term value of a proactive maintenance plan is that it is a smart 
investment in prevention. The cost of a system failure, a data breach, or a 
ransomware attack far outweighs the cost of a proactive maintenance plan. 

By investing in a NOC-managed solution, you are making a commitment to 
your business's future. You are choosing to prevent problems before they 
start, rather than dealing with the aftermath of a major disruption. This is a 
strategic decision that provides long-term value, and it's a crucial part of a 
resilient business continuity plan. 
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Chapter 5: Conclusion 
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5.1 A Summary of What Matters Most 

We've covered a lot of ground in this guide, moving from the risks of outdated 
systems to the power of a proactive solution. As we conclude, let's quickly 
recap the most important takeaways: 

1. Don't Clicke "Remind Me Later": Every security patch is a critical fix 
for a known vulnerability. Neglecting even one update can leave an 
open door for a cyberattack. 

2. The NOC is Your Proactive Partner: A Network Operations Center is 
a dedicated, 24/7 service team that works remotely to monitor and 
maintain your systems, ensuring your security is always a top priority. 

3. Patching is Your First Line of Defense: Automated patch 
management is an invisible, but essential, service that systematically 
closes all known security gaps in your network. 

4. Proactive Maintenance is Prevention: A proactive maintenance plan 
is a daily health checkup for your systems that prevents expensive 
downtime and improves performance before a problem can start. 
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5.2 The Ultimate Peace of Mind: A Final Look at the Benefits 

The ultimate benefit of a NOC-managed solution is not just the technology; 
it's the peace of mind. As a business owner or a nonprofit director, your time 
is your most valuable asset. You shouldn't have to worry about a system 
failure, a data breach, or a hacker trying to exploit a known vulnerability. 

With a NOC-managed solution, you can focus on what you do best: running 
your business and making a difference in your community. You can operate 
with the confidence that a team of experts is constantly on guard, and that a 
small, simple mistake won't lead to a major disruption. 
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5.3 A Resilient Security Stance: How NOC Services Protect Your Future 

In the end, a NOC-managed solution is more than just a service; it's a 
strategic investment in a resilient security stance. It's a commitment to a 
proactive defense that protects your business from the threats of today and 
tomorrow. It's a way of saying that you are taking your security seriously, and 
you are not going to leave your business vulnerable. It's the new standard for 
small business and nonprofit cybersecurity. 
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Your Strategic CyberSecurity Provider (SCP)
 

Core 6+ is your Strategic CyberSecurity Provider (SCP) — a partner 
focused exclusively on protecting your organization from today’s ever-
evolving cyber threats. Unlike traditional MSPs that primarily handle IT labor 
and computer fixes, Core 6+ delivers the world's best, proactive 
cybersecurity protection applications and defense tools through layered 
solutions like Gateway Protection, SOC-managed EDR, NOC-managed Daily 
Patching and Preventative Maintenance, Web Protection and DNS Filtering, 
Data Backups, and more. Core 6+ augments and works directly with your 
trusted IT support – whether that be internal staff or external contractor.  
Core 6+ wants to help augment your team by providing 24/7 real-time,  
all-the-time protection, Where You Want It Most — giving you the freedom to 
choose only what you need, at a price you can actually afford. 

Traditional MSPs tend to - and often want to - live on one end of the service 
spectrum with fully “Done For You” services option, which always include 
high fees and retainers. Whereas, at the other end of that spectrum, where 
most small businesses and nonprofits are, the only option for cybersecurity 
protection seems to be: (Pay Way Too Much, or) “Do It Yourself” - literally 
leaving small businesses and nonprofits on their own, with no professional 
guidance, and with no real safety net.  

Core 6+, as your SCP, bridges that gap. Giving organizations - of every size - 
the freedom to handle as much of their own IT and computer support as they 
want and have been doing for years.  Core 6+ works with whoever your 
trusted IT support person is...  And, if need be, Core 6+ can help you find 
local IT Partners to provide complete, hands-on service when needed.  

With Core 6+, as your SCP, partnering with your trusted IT support you can 
get the perfect blend of CyberSecurity Protection, IT independence and the 
expert (augmented) backup support if, or whenever needed. 
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